Euscorpius is the first research publication completely devoted to scorpions (Arachnida: Scorpiones). Euscorpius takes advantage of the rapidly evolving medium of quick online publication, at the same time maintaining high research standards for the burgeoning field of scorpion science (scorpiology). Euscorpius is an expedient and viable medium for the publication of serious papers in scorpiology, including (but not limited to): systematics, evolution, ecology, biogeography, and general biology of scorpions. Review papers, descriptions of new taxa, faunistic surveys, lists of museum collections, and book reviews are welcome.
Introduction
Scorpion fauna of India has largely been underexplored with the notable exception of Tikader & Bastawade's (1983) compilation and the recent revisions and new species descriptions by a few Indian researchers (Mirza et al., 2012 (Mirza et al., , 2014b Zambre et al., 2014) . Recent exploration at several localities has resulted in discovery of several new species from India; however, dedicated efforts to document Indian scorpion fauna are still warranted.
The Western Ghats, a mountain range that runs parallel to the western coast of India for about 1600 km, is a biodiversity hotspot known for endemic and rangerestricted biodiversity (Myers et al., 2000; Mirza et al., 2014a) . Its scorpion fauna, however, remains poorly documented. In the course of arachnological exploration of this range, specimens of hormurid scorpions were collected from the northern Western Ghats. Hormuridae is a highly complex group and has seen several major changes in its high-level taxonomy (for details, see Javed et al., 2010; Lourenço & Qi, 2006; Monod & Prendini, 2014) . Based on the presence of ventral tarsal spines and spinules, as well as on the shape of hemispermatophore, the specimens collected from Maharashtra were assigned to the genus Chiromachetes. They, however, differ from all known species of the genus Chiromachetes as outlined by Tikader & Bastawade (1983) and Lourenço (1997) . A detailed comparison of the specimens from Maharashtra enables us to describe them as a new species.
Material and Methods
Specimens in the field were located with the help of ultraviolet light, transferred to plastic jars, and preserved in 70% ethyl alcohol. Photographs were taken with a Canon 70D and a macro lens illuminated with two Canon 430EX-II flash. Specimens were examined using an Olympus SZ42 stereo binocular microscope and measured with digital caliper to the nearest 0.01. After identification, the specimens have been deposited in the research collection at the National Centre for Biological Sciences (NCBS), Bangalore, India. Descriptive terms and abbreviations follow Stahnke (1971) and Sissom et al. (1990) . Data for hormurid species and genera are derived from Lourenço (1997) , Lourenço & Qi (2006) , Monod & Prendini (2014) and Tikader & Bastawade (1983) and the material housed in the NCBS collection. Diagnosis: Medium-sized scorpions, total length reaching 62.9 mm, carapace flat, three pairs of lateral eyes, manus length/width in males 4.6-4.8 and 3.4 in females; leg tarsi with three very small spinoid setae at the base (Fig. 3D) ; the ventral tarsal spines in males are stout, unlike those in other related genera. Dentate mar- -gin of pedipalp chela finger with two rows of granules fused at the base (Fig. 3C ). Pectinal teeth number 8-9 in males, 6-8 in females. Lamellar hook positioned distinctly in basal half of hemispermatophore in proximity to the lamellae.
Systematics

Etymology:
The specific epithet refers to the Sahyadri hills synonymous to the Western Ghats where the type locality is situated. bifid denticle; cheliceral movable finger dorsal edge with four denticles: distal denticle, one subdistal, one median, and one basal (Fig. 3A) . Mesosoma: Tergites tan-brown overall with dark reticulations; sternites paler, almost tan except for the last sternite, which is darker. Sternum, genital operculum and pectines pale yellow; legs tan with a brownish tinge. All segments smooth, lacking carinae. Each segment medially with a longitudinal elevation. Sternum pentagonal with a median longitudinal furrow. Genital operculum sub-pentagonal; basal piece with a median furrow (Fig. 2B) . Pectines well developed, their teeth 8/9 in number, with fulcra; lamellae indistinct. Legs: Two apical spinoid setae and one median spinoid seta present on tarsi of all legs; the ventral tarsal spines are stout, unlike those in other related genera; tarsi with three very small spinules at the base (Fig. 3D) . Pedipalp: Manus with five carinae, patella and femur each with four carinae. Patella and femur smooth throughout, with beady gloss, manus lacking beady smooth gloss but smooth throughout. Prolateral aspect of patella with a large spine-like protrusion along with a few blunt spines along the anterior ridge. Trichobothrial pattern of type C (Figs. 5) . Trichobothrium Db present on the external aspect of manus and not on dorsal aspect; dt positioned on the internal aspect of the fixed finger; patellar trichobothrium est located on ventral side of the external surface. Metasoma: smooth throughout, lacking granulation and carinae on segments I-IV. Ventrolateral carinae on segments II-IV present merely as depressed ridges. Segment V with ventrolateral carinae present, composed of rounded and spine-like granules. Anal arch with sparsely placed spine-like tubercles. Each segment dorsally with a shallow median furrow. Ventrally with sensory pits as in the genus Liocheles. All segments laterally compressed. Telson bulbous, hirsute ventrally. Aculeus short, nearly one-fourth the length of vesicle. Hemispermatophore: lamelliform with a complex capsule; distal lamella slender and long. Lamina length twice that of the capsule region and trunk. A single lamellar hook arising from above the transverse ridge; hook short, curved and pointing upwards. Lamella arising from the posterior lobe is clearly apart from the lamellar hook, vertical in orientation. Lamellar hook positioned distinctly in basal half of hemispermatophore in proximity to the lamellae.
Variation. The species exhibits a high degree of sexual dimorphism, especially in the length and robustness of the pedipalp manus. Manus length/width in males 4.6-4.8 and 3.4 in females. Females are darker in coloration as opposed to the males, and the leg coloration in males is much lighter. Tarsal spines in males are thick and long whereas they are short and thin in females. For other details see Table 1 .
Ecological Notes
The new species is presently known only from the type locality where it occurs under boulders along forest streams (Fig. 8) . The type locality lies close to the Tamhini Wildlife Sanctuary, which supports similar habitats and it is likely that the new species is also distributed in the adjoining protected areas. The type specimens were collected within an hour at around 2200 hours with the aid of a flashlight. Most individuals were found sitting at the entrance of small slit-like burrows under boulders with their pedipalp chelae exposed. Several of these burrows had remains of conspecific pedipalps around the entrance indicating that the species might be highly cannibalistic. This is further attested by the fact that specimens maintained in captivity preferentially fed on smaller individuals of the same species leaving pieces of pedipalps (Devavrat Joshi, pers. comm.).
Discussion
Scorpions of the family Hormuridae appear to be widespread across India but occupy narrow and highly specific niches. This makes their detection difficult in general biodiversity surveys. This can be attested from the discovery of the new species and the fact that other members of this genus are known only from the type specimens and/or type locality. This trend is not just re- stricted to the genus Chiromachetes but also to other hormurid genera such as Iomachus and Liocheles, which are likely to be widespread across India but are not yet well studied (Mirza, pers. observ.) . It is hoped that dedicated surveys across their potential range would yield more undescribed species of the genus Chiromachetes as well as other hormurid scorpions from India.
A key to the genus Chiromachetes (modified after Lourenço, 1997) 
